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Did You Know…?

· Mark Twain was a special news correspondent with the Sacramento Union Newspaper in   1866.
· The $68 million renovation of the Capitol building in 1976 was the largest restoration project of that time in U.S. history.
· The world’s largest almond processing plant, Blue Diamond, is in Sacramento.  On a busy day during harvest season, over 12 million pounds of almonds are delivered for processing. 
· Sacramento County agriculture ranks among the 100 largest in the nation in the value of its production.  

· In 1859, Sacramento’s population was 25,000.  In 1905, there were 27 automobiles registered in Sacramento County; five years later there were 700.

· Sacramento is made up of 22 major ethnic and regional groups, each having made distinct contributions to the city’s growth.
· With the new transcontinental railroad transporting carloads of produce, production increased from filling 546 carloads in 1880 to 27,329 in 1893.
· After discovering gold in California, James Marshall died thirty years later a broken, penniless man.  Marshall asked the State for a $200 monthly pension “for recognition of his considerable service to the State.”  He received the pension for one year, got half of it the next, and the pension was discontinued after that.

· Some 10,000 to 15,000 Chinese were instrumental in the construction of the railroad development, beginning in Sacramento and continuing into other parts of California and the country.
· Scandinavians brought dairy farming skills to the Sacramento Valley.
· In 1853, J.L.L.F. Warren introduced the camellia flower, which he had shipped from the East Coast.  Today, the camellia is the official flower of Sacramento, as well as the namesake for the Camellia Society event held annually in Sacramento.

Famous Firsts in Sacramento

· The transcontinental railroad started in Sacramento.  It began with the initial meeting of its financial backers, also known as the “Big Four,” Leland Stanford, Charles Crocker, Collis P. Huntington, and Mark Hopkins, and the railroad designer, Theodore Dehone Judah.  This first meeting was held above a hardware store in downtown Sacramento in November 1860.

· David Lubin established Weinstocks department store in 1874.  The store first opened in a 10’ x 10’ room over a basement saloon in Sacramento.

· Initially coming to California to find gold, Johann Breuner finally made his way to Sacramento where he sold imported, as well as his own, furniture.  In 1868, Breuner contracted to manufacture the desks for the Senate and Assembly chambers of the State Capitol.  Those desks still serve California’s legislators today.

· California’s first theater, the Eagle, was built on the Embarcadero in Sacramento.  A replica of the Eagle stands today in Old Sacramento.

· America’s second largest record retailer began in a Sacramento drugstore.  Clayton Solomon and his son began selling used jukebox records for 10 cents each.  This was the beginning of Tower Records, more formally known as MTS Inc.

· The first bucket line gold-dredge was set up in the area of Folsom during the 1890s.

· The first synagogue on the Pacific Coast, Temple B’nai Israel, was consecrated in Sacramento in 1952.

· Sherwood “Shakey” Johnson opened his pizza business by converting a grocery store in Sacramento to a pizza place.  Legend has it that Shakey’s was actually the first pizza parlor ever.

· Mr. Fuller opened his first of many Fuller Brush Paint Stores in Sacramento.

· The first long-distance transmission of three-phase hydroelectric power started in Sacramento.  The line ran from the Folsom PowerHouse, 22 miles to Station A at 6th and H streets in Sacramento, and was the world’s longest transmission line at the time.

· Originating in Sacramento, the Pony Express began its 1,980-mile mail delivery service in 1860.  The journey from St. Joseph, Missouri, to Sacramento required 200 relay stations, 500 horses, and 80 riders to complete the ten-day service.
Famous Native Sacramentans

· Kevin, KJ, Johnson, three-time NBA All-Star.  He started his career as the seventh overall pick of the 1987 NBA draft for the Cleveland Cavaliers, but is best known for the time he spent playing for the Phoenix Suns. He was elected Mayor of Sacramento in 2008.

· Lisa Ling, TV personality, The View from 2000-2002.   At present she is an international reporter for National Geographic Television and Film.  She began her television career on the Sacramento produced, teen show Scratch.  

· Joan Didion, author and screenwriter; her writing includes Democracy, 1984; A Year of Magical Thinking, 2005; she co-wrote the film “A Star is Born”, 1976. 

· Herb Caen, syndicated columnist for the San Francisco Chronicle. 

· Timothy Busfield, actor and star of television's "Thirty Something."  He also was the founder of the Children's Theater in Sacramento. 

· Honorable Anthony Kennedy, Supreme Court Justice. 

· Sam Elliot, actor and star of television's "The Yellow Rose," 1984. His films include “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid”, 1969. 

· William Oliver Everson, poet. His works include The Masculine Dead: Poems 1938–1940, 1942; and Waldport Poems, 1944. 

· Ray Collins, actor, appeared in television's "Perry Mason" from 1957 to 1964. 

· Kenneth Roth Forsh, major league baseball pitcher, 1970–1985. He pitched a no-hitter, 1979, with his brother Bob; the only brother combination in major league to do this. 

· Henry Hathoway, best known for directing the film “True Grit”, 1969. 

· Jack Lescoulie, television personality. He was the founding personality of NBC's "Today Show," 1960s. 

· Joan Lunden, co-host of ABC's "Good Morning America", from 1980 to 1997. 

· Molly Ringwald, actress and star of feature films including “The Breakfast Club”, 1985, and “Pretty in Pink”, 1986. 

· Mark Goodson, television producer. He is known as the developer of television game shows. With Bill Todman, he created "The Price is Right" and "Family Feud." 

· Robert Warwick, actor. Matinee idol of Broadway films from 1914–1959. He was in the classic movie “Adventures of Robin Hood”, 1938.
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